
REGULATORY APPRAISAL 
 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, WALES 
 
THE REVENUE SUPPORT GRANT (SPECIFIED BODIES) (WALES) 
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2006 
 
Purpose and intended effect of the measure 
1. The intended effect of these Regulations is to remove Syniad and the Public 

Private Partnerships Programme Limited (the “4Ps”) from the list of specified 
bodies that receive revenue support grant and to add the Welsh Local 
Government Association (WLGA). 

 
2. This will allow the WLGA to receive revenue support grant in accordance with 

sections 84E, 84F and 84H of the Local Government Finance Act 1988. Section 
84E provides that revenue support grant may be paid to a specified body, being 
a body which provides services for local authorities and is specified in 
Regulations. 

 
3. Syniad was integrated into the Welsh Local Government Association in April 

2002 and the specified bodies Regulations were not amended at the time to 
reflect this change. As a result of the announcement that the Minister for 
Finance, Local Government and Public Services has no plans to introduce 
further bidding rounds for local government Private Finance Initiative credits the 
current funding provided to the “4Ps” through the revenue support grant will no 
longer be required and the “4Ps” will be funded through the WLGA for work 
undertaken on the remaining local authority schemes. 

 
4. The inclusion of the Welsh Local Government Association, at their request, 

would enable the WLGA to use top slice monies for projects which encourage 
efficiency and improvement in local government specifically through joint 
working between councils and across the Welsh public sector, and to provide 
services equivalent to those provided by the former top slice bodies but in a 
way which is more appropriate to Welsh local government. 

 
5. Without these Regulations, the Welsh Assembly Government cannot pay any 

revenue support grant to the WLGA.  
 
Risk assessment  
6. These draft Regulations amend the Revenue Support Grant (Specified Bodies) 

(Wales) Regulations 2000. These amendments are required to remove Syniad 
and the “4Ps” from and to add the WLGA to the list of bodies that may receive 
revenue support grant. 
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7. If the order were not approved the WLGA would not be able to receive revenue 
support grant as a specified body to use top slice monies for projects which 
encourage efficiency and improvement in local government specifically through 
joint working between councils and across the Welsh public sector, and to 
provide services equivalent to those provided by the former top slice bodies but 
in a way which is more appropriate to Welsh local government. 

 
Options 
 
Option 1: Do Nothing 
8. If the Regulations were not amended then the list of specified bodies would 

continue to be incorrect and includes Syniad, which no longer exists and should 
have been removed at an earlier date. Also, the WLGA would not be able to 
receive top slice revenue support grant in the future for the purposes in 
paragraph 7.  

 
Option 2: Make the legislation  
9. The Regulatory option is the only option available to allow the WLGA to 

become a specified body for the purposes shown in paragraph 7. 
  
Benefits  
10. The main benefits are that the Revenue Support Grant (Specified Bodies) 

(Wales) Regulations 2000 will be updated to allow the WLGA to use top slice 
monies for projects which encourage efficiency and improvement in local 
government, specifically through joint working between councils and across the 
Welsh public sector, and to provide services equivalent to those provided by 
the former top slice bodies but in a way which is more appropriate to Welsh 
local government.  

 
Costs 
11. There are no additional financial implications to the Assembly as a result of 

these Regulations. The proposed allocations of revenue support grant to 
specified bodies are set out in the local government finance report each year, 
which is approved by the whole Assembly in accordance with Standing Order 
21. 
 

12. There are no financial implications to local authorities or any other sector.   
 
Consultation 
 
With Stakeholders 
13. Details of the draft Regulations were sent to all Welsh local unitary authorities 

(all Chief Executives, Chief Financial Officers and Legal Officers) and the 
Welsh Local Government Association as part of the consultation exercise. The 
consultation exercise began on 14 December 2005 and finished on 9 January 
2006. 
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14. Two responses were received. A list of the respondents together with a short 

note of the main comments on the consultation exercise is at Annex 1.  
 
15. The only issue raised was that consultation arrangements should be put in 

place giving advance notification of the amount to be top sliced. However, it is 
for the WLGA co-ordinating committee to decide on the amount of top-slice 
money each year and this forms part of the consultation on the local 
government settlement. This response was copied to the WLGA and as a result 
no amendments to the draft Regulations were required. 
 

With Subject Committee 
16. These Regulations were notified to the Local Government and Public Services 

Committee on 30 November 2005 (Paper No: LGPS 08-05(p.1), item No: 
LG079), and have remained on the list ever since but were not identified for 
detailed scrutiny. 

 
Review 
17. Local Government Finance Division will continue to review the efficacy of these 

Regulations and supporting mechanisms with the WLGA and local authorities. 
 
Summary 
18. The aim of these Regulations is to introduce changes to the current 

Regulations governing the payment of revenue support grant to specified 
bodies. This will allow payment of top-slice monies to be made to the WLGA in 
future years and for the WLGA to undertake projects, which encourage 
efficiency and improvement in local government specifically through joint 
working between councils and across the Welsh public sector. This will enable 
the WLGA to provide services equivalent to those provided by the former top 
slice bodies but in a way which is more appropriate to Welsh local government.  
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ANNEX 1 
 
RESPONSES TO THE CONSULTATION ON THE REVENUE SUPPORT GRANT 
(SPECIFIED BODIES) (WALES) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2006 
 
1. Denbighshire County Council - Chief Executive Ian Miller - 14 December 2005 
 

• We support these regulations. 
 
2. Wrexham County Borough Council – Chief Finance and Performance Officer 

Mark Owen - 9 January 2006 
 

• The only comment that I have regarding the proposed changes is that the 
Council would want to be certain that consultation arrangements would be 
put in place giving us advance notification of the amount to be top sliced. 

 
Response – The WLGA co-ordinating committee decide on the top sliced amount 
each year and once this has been received this forms part of the consultation on 
the provisional local government settlement. This response has been copied to the 
WLGA. 
 
 

4 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


