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Dear Mr.German, 

I write on behalf of the Crickhowell & District Angling Society which owns / rents / 
leases approximately 9 miles of the River Usk and its tributaries. Many of our 
members are resident in your constituency. 

We have read the minutes of the meeting of the WAG Petitions Committee on 4th 
December 2008, which gave the Petitioners, Welsh Canoeing Association, a full 
hearing. We are aware that the task of the Petitions Committee is to listen to petitions 
and not to make any judgement as a court, enquiry or tribunal would do. For this 
reason we, and others, feel that it is high time that our strongly-held opposing views 
are put to you, and the Petitioners evidence tested. This is not the first time the 
Petitioners have appeared before your Committee. 

We realise that, regardless of the rights and wrongs of this issue, it is a political issue. 
This is why we are writing to you. The Petitioners have clearly decided that neither 
the well-established and relatively simple existing laws of the land, nor the voluntary 
access agreements, are sufficient for their purposes and no doubt their decision must 
be an ideological one. This is why they seek to rubbish the existing law and the 
existing voluntary agreements. 

Without dealing in detail with the Petitioners statement (which in places is 
incomprehensible) we would like to comment on the various general themes raised by 
them as follows: 

I )  ' Governing Body'. The Petitioners claim to be the 'National Governing 
Body' of their sport. The term usually denotes a body given powers to control 
its business or profession e.g. The Governing Body of the Church in Wales, 
The British Medical Association, The Welsh Rugby Union, The Football 
Association, The MCC, The Bar Council, The Law Society etc. The term is 








