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Dear Russell, 
 
Thank you for your recent Written Questions asking me to provide an update on  
what steps is the Welsh Government taking to monitor the number of patients 
diagnosed with leukaemia in an emergency.  
 
I expect health boards to deliver care in line with guidance from professional bodies 
such as the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. The referral guidance 
for leukaemia has clear criteria and is used by GPs in Wales. GPs see many patients 
with vague and non-specific symptoms such as fatigue and must use their clinical 
judgement as to whether to consider a cancer investigation. We are supporting 
better detection of cancer by introducing rapid diagnostic centres for the whole 
population and additional tools to support GPs with referral. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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