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Cyflwynwyd y ddeiseb
23 Mai 2008

Dyfarnwyd yn dderbyniadwy
Mehefin 2008

Ystyriaeth gychwynnol
25 Mehefin 2008
Ystyriodd y Pwyllgor y ddeiseb am y tro cyntaf a chytunodd i wneud y canlynol:

e Ysgrifennu at y Dirprwy Brif Weinidog yn gofyn am wybodaeth am unrhyw
gamau y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn eu cymryd sy’n berthnasol i'r ddeiseb

o Gofyn i'r Pwyllgor Menter a Dysgu ystyried sefydlu grip rapporteur i ystyried
y mater hwn

(Gweler Atodiad 1 ar gyfer y darn perthnasol o'r trawsgrifiad o’r cyfarfod ar 25
Mehefin 2008, Atodiad 2 ar gyfer y llythyr a anfonwyd gan y Cadeirydd at y Dirprwy
Brif Weinidog, ac Atodiad 3 ar gyfer y llythyr a anfonwyd at Gadeirydd y Pwyligor
Menter a Dysgu)

Ystyriaeth bellach
2 Hydref 2008

Trafododd y Pwyllgor yr ymateb gan y Dirprwy Brif Weinidog a chytunodd y Pwyllgor i
aros am y wybodaeth ddiweddaraf gan y Pwyllgor Menter a Dysgu.

(Gweler Atodiad 1 ar gyfer y darn perthnasol o’r trawsgrifiad o'r cyfarfod ar 2 Hydref
2008 ac Atodiad 2 ar gyfer yr ymateb a gafwyd gan y Dirprwy Brif Weinidog)

4 Rhagfyr 2008

Trafododd y Pwyllgor adroddiad grwp rapporteur y Pwyllgor Menter a Dysgu, a
chytunodd i aros am ymateb Llywodraeth Cymru i'r adroddiad.

(Gweler Atodiad 1 ar gyfer y darn perthnasol o’r trawsgrifiad o’r cyfarfod ar 4 Rhagfyr
2008, ac Atodiad 3 ar gyfer yr ymateb a gafwyd gan Gadeirydd y Pwyllgor Menter a
Dysgu)

31 Mawrth 2009

Trafododd y Pwyllgor ymateb Llywodraeth Cymru i adroddiad grivp rapporteur y
Pwyllgor Menter a Dysgu, a’r ddadl ddilynol yn y Cyfarfod Llawn, a chytunodd y
Pwyllgor i ddod &’i ystyriaeth o’r ddeiseb i ben gan nad oedd yn teimlo bod modd
mynd &'r ddeiseb ymhellach.

(Gweler Atodiad 1 ar gyfer y darn perthnasol o’r trawsgrifiad o’r cyfarfod ar 31
Mawrth 2009)

Clerc y Pwyllgor Deisebau
Ebrill 2009



Atodiad 1



Trawsgrifiadau o gyfarfodydd y Pwyllgor Deisebau

25 Mehefin 2008

Val Lloyd: The last new petition today is on fuel prices, and it is regarding fuel and
road haulage in Wales. It calls upon the National Assembly,

'to recognise the crippling financial impact of rising fuel prices on Welsh haulage
businesses... and to instigate a review/inquiry into the competitiveness and future
sustainability of the... industry. The outcome from any inquiry should then be used to
shape supportive measures for the... industry here in Wales and to lobby the national
UK Government where any measures fall outside the National Assembly for Wales’
remit.’.

It is quite a big ask, is it not? [Laughter.]

Andrew R.T. Davies: | declare an interest here, Chair. | have signed that petition,
and | also received it in Cardiff West services about a month ago. | also know the
petitioner through business contacts, because he delivers farm goods.

Val Lloyd: Thank you very much; that will be on the record. In view of the protocol
that we agreed earlier, that excludes you from making a decision.

Kirsty Williams: | regard this as a hugely significant issue that is also current. While
in the first instance it may be useful to write to the Deputy First Minister to ask him
what he is doing at the moment, the petition calls for a review/inquiry. | understand
that this committee has the right to ask another committee to look at the specific
issue, so could the Enterprise and Learning Committee be asked to carry out a very
short inquiry into this subject? Some very interesting policy issues could arise out of
this—there is the issue about programmes that have been instituted in England but
not in Wales.

My understanding is that there is also a European directive that allows national
Governments to ask for a derogation with regards to fuel duty in rural areas. That is
the case in some parts of the continents. There are different levels of fuel duty to
compensate rural communities for the high cost of fuel and public transport issues.
That derogation exists under current EU legislation, and the national Government
has never pursued it on behalf of rural parts. Some interesting things could come out
of an inquiry and could move some of these issues forward. So, | think that we
should write to the Minister, but | would be interested in referring this to the
Enterprise and Learning Committee to carry out a review.

Val Lloyd: In principle, | totally accept that, but | think that the Enterprise and
Learning Committee is overburdened at the moment. What if we did a little bit for that
committee, and perhaps asked the Members’ research service to do some work? On
the issues that you have raised about derogation, perhaps we could get a view from
the Members’ research service first of all—

Kirsty Williams: We do not need a view from the Members research service; | can
do it myself.

Val Lloyd: | am sure that | could too if time permitted.



Kirsty Williams: | could get you the information by the end of the afternoon.
[Laughter.]

The Enterprise and Learning Committee has been good in the past at setting up
small working groups, like rapporteur groups, that undertake work above and beyond
the working of the committee as a whole. That has worked very well with the dyslexia
rapporteur group. It overcomes some of the issues with people’s agendas being very
busy and difficult. The group on dyslexia has just come to an end, so, potentially, we
could ask the Enterprise and Learning Committee to set up a rapporteur group that
would report back to the formal committee. That group would work alongside the
committee but would not take up formal slots.

Val Lloyd: We cannot dictate to the committee, so we would have to ask it.

Bethan Jenkins: First, | apologise for being late. When we visited Scotland to see
how its petitions committee worked, we noted that it carries out its own
investigations. Perhaps we could do that more often, because, as you said, there is
more pressure on other committees. Could we do that? Rather than relying on the
Members’ research service and putting the burden on others, perhaps we could
undertake our own investigations.

Val Lloyd: We are equally strapped for time in many ways, and we all sit on other
committees. We are not precluded from doing so by Standing Orders; they do not
state specifically that we can do so, but they do not in any way preclude us from
doing so. | think that | would rather give this one to the Enterprise and Learning
Committee.

Kirsty Williams: We could ask the Enterprise and Learning Committee to look at it. It
is a focused subject; it is not a wide-ranging policy review. Therefore, it could be
handled by a rapporteur group over a relatively short period of time. It is topical, so
the group would not want to spend a lot of time on it, because, to have an impact, it
would have to report now while the issues exist. Why do you not bat it to it and see
what it says?

Val Lloyd: We could write to ask the committee if it would consider taking it forward.
| still think that we could write to the Minister.

Kirsty Williams: | agree.

Val Lloyd: Perhaps we could also pass it to the Enterprise and Learning Committee,
in view of the topicality of the subject. Do you foresee a problem, Stefan?

Mr Sanchez: No, | just want to make it clear for the record that this is not a formal
referral of the petition to the Enterprise and Learning Committee; we are simply
asking it to look at it for us, and it can choose not to do so. There has been a recent
discussion about that, so | wanted to make it clear.

Val Lloyd: Thank you.

2 Hydref 2008

Val Lloyd: The next petition is on fuel and road haulage in Wales. This has been
around for a while.



Michael German: How is the committee getting on with it?

Andrew R.T. Davies: It was supposed to have done it by the summer recess.
Nothing has been reported back to the Enterprise and Learning Committee. A small
group was established from the Enterprise and Learning Committee. David Melding
from our party was involved, Kirsty from yours, Mike—I am not sure who else was
involved. The group was supposed to report back, so | think that we should find out
from the Enterprise and Learning Committee clerk what progress has been made. |
know that a programme of work was set up to be done during recess.

Val Lloyd: | am sure that the group has not finished; if it had, the clerk would have
pointed us in that direction. So, perhaps a progress report would be applicable. It is
one of these cases where we are awaiting their response before we close the
petition.

4 Rhagfyr 2008

Val Lloyd: The next petition is that on fuel and road haulage in Wales. We
considered this in June and October. The Enterprise and Learning Committee has
conducted a short scrutiny inquiry into this petition. The Chair has kindly written to us
to say that the committee has laid its report before the Assembly and that Members
have requested a Plenary debate on the issues that the committee has raised. So,
the committee has asked the Minister for a formal response, and it is happy to share
that formal response with us as soon as it receives it. So, shall we put this on hold
until we have that formal response? Andrew, you are on that committee, are you not?

Andrew R.T. Davies: Yes. It was agreed the week before last. Hopefully, we will
have the debate next term.

31 Mawrth 2009

Val Lloyd: We now move on to petition P-03-145, on fuel prices. Do you think that it
is time that we closed this petition? | do not think that we can take it any further.

Andrew R. T. Davies: To be fair, Chair, the Enterprise and Learning Committee is a
very good host committee for us. We will be calling it a subsidiary of our committee
before long, and | mean no offence by that; it is very proactive in dealing with the
issues of the Petitions Committee. There has been a full debate on fuel prices in
Plenary, and key recommendations have been made within the confines of what we
can do in the Assembly. | know that that will probably not address the real concerns
of the petitioners, which were around taxation, but hopefully, they will feel that they
have had value for money on this petition.

Val Lloyd: Yes, | agree. Are you happy with that, Bethan? | see that you are, so we
will formally close this petition and, as is our wont, we will send a summary to the
petitioners.
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Y Pwyllgor Deisebau

Petitions Committee

Bae Caerdydd / Cardiff Bay

leuan Wyn Jones AM Caerdydd / Cardiff CF99 1NA

Deputy First Minister

Welsh Assembly Government Our ref: PET-03-145

Cardiff Bay '

CF99 1NA 3 July 2008
Dear leuan,

Petition - Fuel and Road Haulage in Wales

The Committee considered this petition for the first time on 25th June. The petition
wording is quoted below:

'We the undersigned call upon the National Assembly for Wales to recognise the
crippling financial impact of rising fuel prices on Welsh Haulage businesses and ask
the National Assembly for Wales to instigate a review/inquiry into the competitiveness
and future sustainability of the Welsh Road Haulage industry. The outcome from any
inquiry should then be used to shape supportive measures for the Road Haulage
Industry here in Wales and to lobby the National U.K. Government where any
measures fall outside the National Assembly for Wales’ remit.’

The Committee resolved to ask what action you may already be taking, or propose to
take to address the petitioners' concerns.

| look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,

Vol Loy

Val Lloyd
Chair, Petitions Committee
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Wales orfuel and road haulage in-Wales.

L) jég‘ﬁ;_;‘qg’faie the petitioners’ congerns, and recognise that the continuing rise in fuel
s hayiig a significant impact on.haulage businesses in Wales. | recently had a
- gpstauctive wieeting with Welsh road hauliers in order to understand fully the impact of

450G fuel costs om'the industry.

Faunched Wales Freight Strategy identifies a number of supportive measures
industry, with specific ritiatives to support the road haulage industry. The
e veloped in partriership with the Wales Freight Group, which comprises of

de users of freight sewvices across all modes of transport, including
resefitaives from the road haulage jndustry. ‘The group provided a forum for discussing
es and preparing the docurpent and will now assist the Welsh Assembly
et in-taking forward the measures identified in the strategy.

’i%@e)mmét«t:ial nature of freight transport it is essential that we work in partnership
“‘i_‘ry on delivery of the sfrategy. For example, we recently held the first Freight
cHcexNa|osiimpastrershipayith.the Freight Transport Association. The conference
a key issues such as the threatto the Welsh supply chain due to escalating fuel and
48dsts; the Tong term vision for the efficient movement of freight in Wales; and the
pporatcedffreight to the economic:success of Wales.
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: {pge_-.j'ndustry‘SUCh as the introduction of Safe and Fuel Efficient Driving
aing, developing a -Freight Direct service and working with the industry to
sible pifof consolidation-centres. ' '

&cbanfsed in‘your letter, a numbér of relevant measures are outside the remit of the
o mibfyfor Wales. | amin correspondence with Angela Eagles, MP, Exchequer
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Y Pwyllgor Deisebau

Petitions Committee

Gareth Jones AM
Chair, Enterprise and Learning

Committee
Bae Caerdydd / Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd / Cardiff CF99 1NA
Our ref: PET-03-145
27" June 2008
Dear Gareth,

Petition — Fuel and Road Haulage in Wales

The Committee considered this petition for the first time on 25th June. The
petition wording is quoted below:

'We the undersigned call upon the National Assembly for Wales to
recognise the crippling financial impact of rising fuel prices on Welsh
Haulage businesses and ask the National Assembly for Wales to
instigate a review/inquiry into the competitiveness and future
sustainability of the Welsh Road Haulage industry. The outcome from
any inquiry should then be used to shape supportive measures for the
Road Haulage Industry here in Wales and to lobby the National U.K.
Government where any measures fall outside the National Assembly
for Wales’ remit.’

The Committee considered it would be appropriate to ask your committee to
consider conducting a review into this issue under Standing Order 28.9(iii).
Please note, this is not a formal referral of the petition to your Committee, and
| should be grateful if you could keep me informed of developments with this
issue.

| look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

Vol Loy

Val Lloyd,
Chair, Petitions Committee
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Cynulhad Nationa!
“onedlsethol Assembly for
Cymru Wales

Pwyllgor Menter a Dysgu
Enterprise and Learning Committee
Bae Caerdydd / Cardiff Bay

Caerdydd / Cardiff CF89 1NA

Val Lloyd AM

Chair of the Petitions’ Committee
National Assembly for Wales
Cardiff Bay

Cardiff

CF39 1NA
19 November 2008

Dear Val
Petition - Fuel and Road Haulage in Wales

You wrote to me on 27 June 2008 requesting that the Enterprise and Learning
Committee undertake a review of the issued raised by the Fuel and Road Haulage
Petition. On 3 July 2008, the Committee elected a rapporteur group to undertake the
work on its behalf. The group has now reported and the report was approved by the
full Committee today.

The Committee has laid its report before the Assembly. Members have requested
that a Plenary debate be held on the issues raised. | have therefore asked the
Minister for a formal response to the Committee’s report, which | will share with you
in due course.

| enclose a copy of our report for your information.
Yours sincerely,
Joo.
]

Gareth Jones AM
Committee Chair



