
Welsh Democracy Journey

940
Hywel Dda writes 
down the first laws 
in Wales.

1536
Henry VIII’s Act of 
Union. 
Wales must now 
follow the same 
laws as England.

Newport Rising 
Part of the 
Chartists’ 
movement, 
for the right to 
vote and better 
representation 
for working 
class people in 
Westminster.

1839
Owain Glyndwr 
holds the first 
Assembly at 
Machynlleth.

1404

1884
Reform Act
All British men 
over 21 can vote if 
they’ve lived in the 
same area for over 
a year.

David Lloyd 
George elected
The first Welshman 
to become Prime 
Minister of the UK.

1916

1918
Women over 30  
have the right to 
vote.

Women have the 
right to vote at 21.

1928

1964
The Labour 
Party creates the 
Welsh Office and 
Secretary of State 
for Wales.

Voting age is 
lowered to 18 in 
the UK.

1969

1979
Referendum 
People of Wales 
vote against a 
Parliament for 
Wales.

Referendum 
The people of 
Wales voted for 
establishing a 
Parliament for 
Wales.

1997

1999
Setting up of the 
National Assembly 
for Wales.

The Senedd is 
opened. 
The home of the 
National Assembly 
for Wales.

2006

2011
The Welsh 
Parliament has the 
right to pass laws.

Welsh Youth 
Parliament 
established to give 
11—18 year olds a 
stronger voice.

2018

2020
Voting age is 
lowered to 16 years 
old for Senedd 
Elections.

2026
Change the 
number of 
Members of 
the Senedd to 
96 and 16 new                  
constituencies.


