
To:   Business Committee 
From:   Jane Hutt AM 
  Minister for Health and Social Services 
 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
 
THE VOLUNTARY ADOPTION AGENCIES AND THE ADOPTION AGENCIES 
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) REGULATIONS 2003 
 
Summary 
The effect of the Regulations is to bring voluntary adoption agencies in England and 
Wales within the Care Standards regime and establish minimum standards that they 
must attain in order to be registered.  Voluntary adoption agencies with the head 
office in Wales will be inspected and registered by the Care Standards Inspectorate 
for Wales and those in England by the National Care Standards Commission. 
 
These regulations and standards are joint England and Wales instruments in 
recognition of the fact that such agencies, by their nature, operate across England 
and Wales and that a standard approach to registration and regulation is therefore 
desirable. 
 
1. This memorandum is submitted to the National Assembly for Wales in relation to the 

Voluntary Adoption Agencies and the Adoption Agencies (Miscellaneous Amendments 
Regulations) 2003, in accordance with Standing Order 23.9. 

 
2. A copy of the Instrument and the associated National Minimum Standards is submitted 

with this Memorandum. 
 
3. The power(s) enabling this Instrument to be made are contained in under section 9(2) 

and 2(A) and 67(5) of the Adoption Act 1976 and sections 16(2), 34(1) and 118(5) and 
(6) of the Care Standards Act 2000. 

 
4. The Care Standards Act 2000 Act provides for the registration and inspection of 

establishments and agencies, including voluntary adoption agencies, by the registration 
authority. Part II of the Act (so far as not already in force) will be brought into force in 
relation to voluntary adoption agencies on 30th April 2003. By virtue of an amendment 
to the 2000 Act by the Adoption and Children Act 2002, functions relating to voluntary 
adoption agencies conferred on the registration authority are exercisable where the 
principal office is in England, by the National Care Standards Commission and where 
the principal office is in Wales, by the National Assembly for Wales. 

 
5. The regulations and the associated standards are joint England and Wales instruments 

in recognition of the fact that voluntary adoption agencies, by their nature, operate 
across England and Wales and a standard approach to registration and regulation is 
therefore desirable. 

 
Financial Implications 
6. The financial implications of the making of the Instrument are minimal and specific 

concessions with regard to registration fees have been introduced to reduce the 
financial impact on small agencies and branches of agencies.   There is only one 
agency with a head office in Wales and two agencies with branches in Wales.  The 



majority of the 34 registered agencies are based in England.  There are no significant 
additional financial implications for other bodies on individuals in Wales. 

 
Regulatory Appraisal 
7. A regulatory impact appraisal has been carried out in relation to this Instrument and is 

attached. 
 
Consultation 
With Stakeholders 
8. The draft Regulations and Minimum Standards were published for consultation in 

October 2002.  The vast majority of respondents are in favour of the proposals.  
Concerns have been considered and where appropriate addressed through 
amendments in finalising the Regulations and minimum standards. 

 
With Subject Committee 
9. The Order has been included in the list of forthcoming legislation put to committee but 

has not been identified for scrutiny. 
 
Recommended Procedure 
10. As the financial implications of the making of the Instrument are minimal and specific 

concessions with regard to registration fees have been introduced to reduce the 
financial impact on small agencies and branches of agencies. I recommend that the 
Instrument proceeds to Plenary for vote without debate. 

 
Compliance/Statutory Cross-Cutting Themes 
11. As far as is applicable, the proposed legislation: 

• has due regard to the principle of equality of opportunity for all people (Government 
of Wales Act 1998 Section 120); 

• is compatible with the Assembly’s scheme for sustainable development 
(Section121); 

• is compatible with Community law (Section 106); 
• is not incompatible with relevant rights under the European Convention on Human 

Rights (Section 107); 
• is compatible with international obligations binding the UK Government and the 

Assembly (Section 108). 
 
12. This memorandum has been cleared with the Office of the Counsel General.  
 
13. The policy division contact is Mr C J Burdett,  ext.3936. 
 
 
 
 
 
Date…………………………      Assembly Secretary…………………………… 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


