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Gofyn i Brif Weinidog Cymru

To ask the First Minister

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): A wnaiff y Prif Weinidog ddarparu rhestr o’r holl weithwyr o Lywodraeth Cymru a aeth gydag ef ar ei daith i Frwsel ar 28 Chwefror 2013 yn ogystal â rhestr o’r holl gyfarfodydd a gynhaliodd ar y diwrnod, gyda rhestr lawn o bawb a oedd yn bresennol. (WAQ64221)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): Will the First Minister provide a list of all Welsh Government employees that accompanied him on his trip to Brussels on the 28th February 2013 as well as a list of all meetings that he held on the day, with a full list of attendees. (WAQ64221)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 12 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 12 March 2013

The First Minister (Carwyn Jones): I was accompanied by my Principal Private Secretary. With regard to the meetings held on that day I refer you to the Written Statement issued on 5 March. Travel costs to Brussels totalled £709.

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): A wnaiff y Prif Weinidog ddatganiad am lwyddiant Llywodraeth Cymru o ran cynyddu’r manteision etifeddiaeth i Gymru sy’n gysylltiedig â Gemau Olympaidd a Pharalympaidd 2012. (WAQ64222)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): Will the First Minister make a statement on the success of the Welsh Government in maximising legacy benefits for Wales associated with the 2012 Olympic & Paralympic Games. (WAQ64222)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 08 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 08 March 2013

The First Minister: I made a full Written Cabinet Statement to update Members on the Welsh legacy of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games at the conclusion of the Games in September 2012. In accordance with that statement, Welsh Government continues in its work to maximise the legacy benefits associated with the full and active part Wales played in delivering a successful Games. Examples of this include building upon the growing reputation of Welsh sporting venues – utilised during 2012 for both pre-Games training camps and, in the case of the Millennium Stadium, actual Olympic events – to help attract future global sporting events to Wales, and continuing to work with UK and overseas journalists, engaged with as part of the Wales media outreach during 2012, to promote key Welsh attractions such as Wales Coast Path. In addition, a further report on Olympic legacy is due to be issued shortly by the Welsh Government-chaired Wales Steering Group for the 2012 Olympic Games.

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): A wnaiff y Prif Weinidog ddarparu dadansoddiad manwl o’r costau teithio a llety a oedd yn gysylltiedig â’i daith ddiweddar i Frwsel. (WAQ64223)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): Will the First Minister provide a detailed breakdown of the costs for travel and accommodation associated to his recent trip to Brussels. (WAQ64223)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 12 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 12 March 2013

The First Minister: I was accompanied by my Principal Private Secretary. With regard to the meetings held on that day I refer you to the Written Statement issued on 5 March. Travel costs to Brussels totalled £709.

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): A wnaiff y Prif Weinidog ddarparu’r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf am y cynnydd o ran denu Rownd Derfynol Cynghrair y Pencampwyr UEFA i Gaerdydd. (WAQ64224)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): Will the First Minister provide an update on progress in seeking to attract a UEFA Champions League Final to Cardiff. (WAQ64224)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 11 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 11 March 2013

The First Minister: I understand that the Football Association for Wales, as the lead body for football and football events in Wales, is in regular dialogue with UEFA in its efforts to attract more major international football events to Wales. The Welsh Government’s Major Events Unit is supportive of those efforts and stands ready to offer any support the FAW may require to ensure the successful delivery of the UEFA Super Cup in Cardiff in August 2014.  
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Busnes, Menter, Technoleg a Gwyddoniaeth

To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise, Technology and Science
Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Sawl cyfarfod y mae’r Gweinidog wedi’i gynnal gyda’r Ffederasiwn Busnesau Bach ers dechrau’r Pedwerydd Cynulliad ynghylch ardrethi busnes ac elusennau, ac a wnaiff roi rhestr o’r dyddiadau a nodi pwy oedd yn bresennol ym mhob cyfarfod. (WAQ64218)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): How many meetings has the Minister held with the Federation for Small Businesses since the start of the 4th Assembly regarding business rates and charities, giving a list of dates and attendees for each meeting. (WAQ64218)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

The Minister for Business, Enterprise, Technology and Science (Edwina Hart): The Federation of Small Businesses is a member of the Council for Economic Renewal which has met 6 times during the Fourth Assembly – 6 July 2011, 9 November 2011, 29 February 2012, 13 June 2012, 24 September 2012 and 18 January 2013.
Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Pa drafodaethau y mae'r Gweinidog wedi’u cynnal gyda’r Gymuned Fusnes ynghylch ardrethi busnes ac elusennau ers dechrau’r Pedwerydd Cynulliad. (WAQ64219)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): What discussions has the Minister held with the Business Community regarding business rates and charities since the start of the 4th Assembly. (WAQ64219)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

Edwina Hart: I have received a number of representations regarding the relief available to charities. In addition, I have asked Professor Morgan to examine this particular issue and engage with businesses and charities as a key part of that.

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Sawl gwaith y mae’r Gweinidog wedi cwrdd â phob Panel Sector Economaidd ers dechrau’r Pedwerydd Cynulliad, ac a all ddarparu'r dyddiadau a’r sector a oedd yn ymwneud â phob cyfarfod. (WAQ64227)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): How many times has the Minister met with each Economic Sector Panel since the start of the Fourth Assembly, and can she please provide the dates and sector involved in each meeting. (WAQ64227)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

Edwina Hart: I regularly meet with the Sector Panels and Sector Panel Chairs at Sector Panel meetings, ad hoc meetings and at various various engagements and events.

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Faint o westai a sefydliadau gwely a brecwast a gymerodd ran yn y cynllun Cwsmer Cudd yn 2012. (WAQ64228)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): How many hotels and B&B’s participated in the Mystery Shopper scheme in 2012. (WAQ64228)

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu rhestr o bob busnes a gymerodd ran yn y cynllun Cwsmer Cudd yn 2012. (WAQ64229)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): Will the Minister provide a list of each business that participated in the Mystery Shopper scheme in 2012. (WAQ64229)

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Faint o arian y mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi’i wneud o’i chynllun ‘cwsmer cudd’ ers ei greu yn 2012. (WAQ64230)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): How much money has the Welsh Government made from its ‘mystery shopper’ scheme since its inception in 2012. (WAQ64230)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

Edwina Hart: The Mystery Shopper scheme has been operating since 2009. No businesses requested a 'Mystery Shopper' assessment in 2012.
Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): A wnaiff y Gweinidog nodi nifer y cwsmeriaid cudd a gyflogwyd gan Lywodraeth Cymru ym mhob blwyddyn ariannol ers creu’r cynllun, gan gynnwys y radd a’r graddfeydd cyflog a oedd yn gysylltiedig â’u cyflogi. (WAQ64231)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): Will the Minister provide the number of mystery shoppers employed by the Welsh Government in each financial year since the scheme's inception, including the grade and salary scales on which they were employed. (WAQ64231)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

Edwina Hart: The Welsh Government does not employ 'Mystery Shoppers'. This work is done in-house, currently by 13 Quality Assessors managed by 4 Senior Quality Assessors. The Quality Assessors are based throughout Wales with their main role being to undertake grading assessments. They offer advice in terms of quality and encourage businesses to embrace Sense of Place, use of ICT, etc. They also signpost businesses to other services and specialists for example, the Tourism Investment Support Scheme and training.
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Addysg a Sgiliau

To ask the Minister for Education and Skills
Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Gan gyfeirio at WAQ62333 a WAQ62334, os bydd unrhyw Awdurdod Lleol yn methu â chyrraedd y targed y mae wedi’i osod iddo ei hun ar gyfer lleihau nifer y lleoedd gwag, a fydd y pwerau ymyrryd y mae’n cyfeirio atynt yn cael eu defnyddio’n awtomatig mewn perthynas â’r awdurdod, neu a ddefnyddir y rhain yn ôl disgresiwn. (WAQ64220)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): With reference to WAQs 62333 and 62334, should any Local Authority fail to meet its self-imposed target for surplus place reduction will they be automatically subjected to the intervention powers to which he refers, or will these be applied on a discretionary basis. (WAQ64220)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

The Minister for Education and Skills (Leighton Andrews): Should any Local Authority fail to make reasonable progress towards meeting its own target for surplus place reduction, I will consider each case individually, and intervene if I believe it is necessary and appropriate. Where local authorities anticipate that surplus places could fall below 10%, I expect them to manage the supply of school places to ensure that they continue to meet demand. I would be unlikely to intervene on the matter of surplus places where local authorities had reduced surplus to 10%. 

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Gan gyfeirio at WAQ62333 a WAQ62334, a wnaiff y Gweinidog gadarnhau pa 10 Awdurdod Lleol y mae eu cynnydd o ran cyrraedd eu targedau ar gyfer lleihau nifer y lleoedd gwag yn cael ei fonitro’n chwarterol. (WAQ64225)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): With reference to WAQs 62333 and 62334, will the Minister confirm which 10 Local Authorities are having their progress towards meeting their targets for surplus place reduction monitored on a quarterly basis. (WAQ64225)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 08 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 08 March 2013

Leighton Andrews: The 10 Local Authorities that are having their progress towards meeting their targets for surplus place reduction monitored on a quarterly basis are:

· Anglesey;

· Blaenau Gwent;

· Caerphilly;

· Carmarthenshire;

· Ceredigion;

· Conwy;

· Gwynedd;

· Neath Port Talbot;

· Newport; and

· Rhondda Cynon Taf.

I am monitoring most of these either because of their particularly high level of surplus places in 2011 or because their future levels are expected to be high. Newport is being monitored because surplus capacity is generally low and the authority needs to manage provision carefully to ensure that it can meet local needs. 

Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Gan gyfeirio at WAQ62333 a WAQ62334, a wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu rhestr o’r targedau ar gyfer lleihau nifer y lleoedd gwag erbyn mis Ionawr 2015 a gafodd gan bob Awdurdod Lleol. (WAQ64226)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): With reference to WAQs 62333 and 62334, will the Minister provide a list of the targets for the reduction of school places by January 2015 that he received from each Local Authority. (WAQ64226)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 March 2013

Leighton Andrews: The list of the targets for the reduction of school places by January 2015 that I have received from each Local Authority is as follows:

	Local authority
	Primary Surplus
	Secondary Surplus

	Anglesey
	16.1%
	15.4%

	Blaenau Gwent
	14.9%
	13.3%

	Bridgend
	3% 
	19%

	Caerphilly
	12.2%
	≈15% 

	Cardiff
	3.6% 
	15%

	Carmarthenshire
	Initially 20% but a revised target will be supplied following an accurate re-measurement of schools
	5.2 %

	Ceredigion 
	17.8%
	23.0%

	Conwy
	15.1%
	17.5%

	Denbighshire
	13%
	17.3%

	Flintshire
	10% by 2016
	13.5 by 2016

	Gwynedd
	17.7% - 19.6%
	20.1% - 23.6%

	Merthyr Tydfil
	6.7% 
	10% in community schools by 2016

	Monmouthshire
	13.2%
	14.5%

	Neath Port Talbot
	15-16%
	16%

	Newport
	3.0% 
	5.6% 

	Pembrokeshire
	11.2%
	19.8% but 15% by 2019

	Powys
	13%
	18% by 2015 16% by 2016

	Rhondda Cynon Taf
	16.7%  by 2016
	18.5%  by 2020

	Swansea
	12.5%
	9.4%

	Torfaen
	5.8% 
	≤10% 

	Vale of Glamorgan
	10.2% by 2016
	12.9% by 2016

	Wrexham
	 4%
	15% -20%


Local authorities showing a different date to that of January 2015 have done so because this is the date when they expect 21st century school funded capital projects to have impacted on surplus places.  Local authorities are not generally expected to reduce surplus places to less than 10%.

Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol

To ask the Minister for Health and Social Services
Mohammad Asghar (Dwyrain De Cymru): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddatganiad am effeithiau penderfyniadau gwario’r GIG ar gydraddoldeb ac a yw Llywodraeth Cymru yn monitro’r rhain, a beth y gellir ei wneud os bernir y bu effaith negyddol oherwydd penderfyniadau Bwrdd Iechyd. (WAQ64216)

Mohammad Asghar (South Wales East): Will the Minister make a statement regarding the equality impacts of NHS spending decisions and if they are monitored by the Welsh Government, and what can be done if it is judged that there has been a negative impact brought on by Health Board decisions. (WAQ64216)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 11 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 11 March 2013

The Minister for Health and Social Services (Lesley Griffiths): With the health service facing increasing challenges to continue delivering services whilst closely monitoring quality, safety and value for money, the robustness and importance of Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) has never been more critical. 
Detailed spending decisions in the NHS are taken by Local Health Boards (LHBs) and NHS Trusts. They are reminded of their duty to ensure ‘due regard’ to the Equality Act 2010 when making budget decisions about delivering services.   

The Equality and Human Rights Commission wrote to all Chief Executives of the LHBs and Trusts reminding them of their responsibilities to equality in making difficult financial decisions.  Their short, practical guide is aimed at helping decision-makers put fairness and transparency at the heart of the difficult financial decisions ahead as well as setting out what is expected of them and others to comply with the public sector equality duties. 

Further guidance has also been issued to the LHBs and Trusts by the NHS Centre for Equality and Human Rights (NHS CEHR), including a new guide for Board Members on how assessing equality impact is key to good decision-making and ensuring legal compliance.
Lynne Neagle (Tor-faen): Pa gamau y mae’r Gweinidog yn eu cymryd i leihau amseroedd aros i gael gweld seicolegydd clinigol. (WAQ64217)

Lynne Neagle (Torfaen): What steps is the Minister taking to reduce waiting times for access to a clinical psychologist. (WAQ64217)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 08 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 08 March 2013

Lesley Griffiths: Access and availability of therapies is decided at a local level with Health Board’s planning and delivering services for their populations according to their assessment of local need.  I expect all patients to be seen within an appropriate timescale as determined by clinical need.
To outline steps Health Board’s have to take to improve access, we published guidance on Psychological Therapies in Wales in March 2012. 

As part of our Programme for Government commitments, we are reviewing access to therapies.  We appointed, following open competition, Health and Social Research (Cardiff) to undertake a baseline review of access to psychological therapy services in Wales and to help identify gaps in service provision and inform future approaches.

A key outcome of the Together for Mental Health Delivery Plan is for people of all ages to benefit from evidence-based interventions delivered as early as possible and from improved access to therapies. In terms of staffing and workforce skills, the Delivery Plan requires Health Boards and Local Authorities to review cross-sector staff competencies in delivering therapies and to undertake a gap analysis. Each Health Board will also form a Psychological Therapies Management Committee to help develop therapy services in line with our guidance, taking into account the review of access to therapies.  
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Tai, Adfywio a Threftadaeth

To ask the Minister for Housing, Regeneration and Heritage
Mohammad Asghar (Dwyrain De Cymru): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddatganiad am yr asesiad o effaith y cynllun gwarant morgais ar gydraddoldeb (sy’n datgan y ceir effaith niwtral ar bob grwp o bobl) a pha ystyriaeth y mae wedi’i rhoi i fforddiadwyedd blaendal o 5% gan bob grwp, sy’n ofynnol cyn i bobl gael eu derbyn ar y cynllun. (WAQ64215)

Mohammad Asghar (South Wales East): Will the Minister make a statement regarding the equality impact assessment of the mortgage guarantee scheme (which reports a neutral effect on all groups of people) and what consideration he has given to the affordability of a 5% deposit by all groups, which is required to be accepted onto the scheme. (WAQ64215)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 08 Mawrth 2013

Answer received for publication on 08 March 2013

The Minister for Housing, Regeneration and Heritage (Huw Lewis): An equality impact assessment was completed at the business case development stage. This will be published shortly. The NewBuy Cymru scheme is improving access to home ownership as 5% is a much smaller deposit than is normally required to purchase a house on the open market. The NewBuy Cymru scheme will be available to all however, lenders will assess affordability under normal underwriting criteria. The scheme has been designed to meet consumer demand and we hope that it will help up to 3,000 households get onto or move up the property ladder. We will continue to provide a range of housing products, through grant subsidy and other finance models including social and intermediate rents, to cover a range of housing needs.
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