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Dear Ms Hawkins, 
I am writing to you concerning the proposal to give canoeist access to all 

rivers in Wales at all times of the year. 
I am a riparian owner on the River Clwyd between St Asaph and 

Rhuddlan in Denbighshire, in some parts on both banks of the river. Anglers regularly 
fish the river principally for sea trout but there are some salmon as well. Some of these 
anglers are local but a good proportion are tourists, many from the caravan camps in this 
area. 

The current situation is that there is no right of navigation upstream of 
Rhuddlan bridge. Downstream of the bridge are some three miles of river available to 
canoeists navigable by canoes at all stages of the tide. This has been the situation for 
generations - possibly centuries - and is well understood by all. Any canoe further 
upstream in non tidal water is trespassing because it is passing over the riparian owners 
property. The situation is clearly defined and I see no reason to change it. 

I am concerned that allowing access further upstream would affect 
anglers ability to carry out their hobby, for which they have paid not only ourselves but 
the Government in the fonn of their annual rod license - currently £68 for migratory fish. 
I believe it would also be detrimental to the life cycle of the fish themselves, which are, 
incidentally. themselves protected under the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act. 

There are many excellent voluntary agreements on Welsh rivers. On the 
River Dee there is one which is also supported by the water companies who arrange 
releases of water from the reservoirs that create white water conditions of the highest 
international standards. It seems to me that much of the difficulty is caused by the Welsh 
Canoe Association itself in that they refuse any constraint on their activities at all and 
seem to encourage canoeing clubs to adopt the same intransigent attitude - to the point 
where some perfectly workable and existing compromises are refused purely because they 




