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Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Busnes, Menter, Technoleg a Gwyddoniaeth

To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise, Technology and Science

Eluned Parrott (Canol De Cymru): A yw’r Llywodraeth wedi cynhyrchu unrhyw archwiliad neu adroddiad, neu wedi comisiynu archwiliad neu adroddiad, am lwyddiant Cardiff and Co. neu sy’n cyfeirio at lwyddiant Cardiff and Co. (WAQ61388)

Eluned Parrott (South Wales Central): Has the Government produced any audit or report, or commissioned an audit or report, about the success of Cardiff and Co. or that makes reference to the success of Cardiff and Co. (WAQ61388)
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Answer received for publication on 23 October 2012
The Minister for Business, Enterprise, Technology and Science (Edwina Hart): No. This is a matter for the Local Authority.
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol

To ask the Minister for Health and Social Services

Rebecca Evans (Canolbarth a Gorllewin Cymru): Sut y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn lleihau’r amser rhwng y cyfnod y mae symptomau dementia yn dechrau ymddangos a’r diagnosis ohono. (WAQ61390)

Rebecca Evans (Mid and West Wales): How is the Welsh Government reducing the time between the onset of symptoms of dementia and diagnosis. (WAQ61390)

Rebecca Evans (Canolbarth a Gorllewin Cymru): Sut y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn gwella’r gofal a’r cymorth i bobl â dementia a’u teuluoedd. (WAQ61391)

Rebecca Evans (Mid and West Wales): How is the Welsh Government improving care and support for people with dementia and their families. (WAQ61391)

Rebecca Evans (Canolbarth a Gorllewin Cymru): Sut y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn sicrhau bod pobl ifanc sy’n dioddef dementia yn cael triniaeth sy’n addas i’w hoedran. (WAQ61392)

Rebecca Evans (Mid and West Wales): How is the Welsh Government ensuring that young dementia suffers are receiving age appropriate treatment. (WAQ61392)

Rebecca Evans (Canolbarth a Gorllewin Cymru): A wnaiff y Gweinidog roi’r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf am gyflwyno rhaglen ymwybyddiaeth ar ofal dementia i’r holl weithwyr proffesiynol ym maes gofal iechyd yng Nghymru. (WAQ61393)

Rebecca Evans (Mid and West Wales): Will the Minister provide an update on the introduction of a dementia care awareness programme for all healthcare professionals in Wales. (WAQ61393)
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Answer received for publication on 23 October 2012

The Minister for Health and Social Services (Lesley Griffiths): The National Dementia Vision for Wales, Together for Health, Sustainable Social Services and Programme for Government set out how we are improving dementia care and support.  Encompassing and building on these policies, Together for Mental Health - our new all age Strategy for mental health and wellbeing - outlines our approach to dementia over the next 10 years. 

Improving early diagnosis and timely interventions is a key priority in the National Dementia Vision for Wales. Intelligent Targets have been set for the NHS to improve care and support for people with dementia through improved memory assessment services, general hospital provision, community mental health services and NHS psychiatric inpatient units.  The Targets aim to reduce the time between the onset of symptoms and diagnosis and treatment, focusing on rapid referrals to memory assessment services and to meet the challenge of meeting the needs arising from co-morbid physical and mental health conditions.

The introduction of memory clinics demonstrates progress in improving rates of diagnosis.  We are working to improve GP-level diagnosis of dementia and support.  Part 1 of the Mental Health (Wales) Measure expands local primary care mental health services, including to those people with a dementia.  We fund the Wales Mental Health in Primary Care Network to increase dementia awareness amongst primary care professionals, including GPs, nurses and practice managers.  They also aim to increase early diagnosis, timely interventions, and the dementia register and memory clinic provision.  

Training to raise awareness of dementia is being delivered by the Dementia Services Developmental Centre, who we provide funding in excess of £250,000. The training is provided to staff in care homes, hospital, community and mental health service settings, and primary care staff including GPs.  To further increase understanding of dementia and improve diagnosis we fund research into Wales Neurodegenerative Disease and Dementia Research Network, the MRC Centre for Neuropsychiatric Genetics and Genomics, and the new National Centre for Mental Health. 

We have improved community-based care and support to help ensure people with dementia have access to health and social care services delivered within, or as close to, their home as possible.  This includes services for young people diagnosed with dementia.  As an all age strategy, Together for Mental Health will help reduce the complications and transitions which arise as people age.  It is based on the principle of people receiving appropriate treatment according to need, irrespective of age.  Annual funding of £1.5m has helped Health Boards establish a new Young Onset Service for Wales, along with new clinical coordinators.  This funding has also expanded Older People Community Mental Health Team dementia services and made possible the appointment of new clinical coordinators.

As part of the Mental Health (Wales) Measure 2010, Health Boards and Local authorities now have a statutory requirement to provide people with dementia with a Care and Treatment Plan designed around both their and their carers needs. For those people in specialist mental health services, these care plans are now a statutory requirement.  'This is Me’ and the ‘Butterfly Scheme’ initiatives ensure every patient has an individual care plan, tailored to meet the specific needs of a patient with dementia which is approved by them and their carers.  Progress is measured through the individual Health Boards’ Dementia Action Plans.

We awarded £84,000 to the Alzheimer’s Society to establish Dementia Information Liaison Officers to increase awareness of dementia amongst key agencies across Wales and to develop and distribute new information packs across Wales for those who have been diagnosed with dementia and their carers.  These packs - ‘Living Well with Dementia’ - are a UK first.  The Wales Dementia Helpline provides bilingual support 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and our ground-breaking Book Prescription Scheme has been expanded to include four books which focus specifically on dementia. 

We have also made significant investments in new inpatient facilities for elderly mental health services across Wales, including £25m and £56m respectively to establish new Units at Wrexham Maelor and Llandough hospitals.  The newly opened Angelton clinic, Bridgend, provides 42 beds for older people with dementia.  We also fund a Dignity in Care Toolkit put together by Care Forum Wales, part of a major campaign designed to ensure people are treated with the respect and dignity they deserve.

Furthermore, a key outcome in Together for Mental Health is for staff across health and social care to recognise and respond to signs and symptoms of mental illness and dementia.  The Strategy also aims to improve information available on mental health conditions, including dementia, so people are more aware of the symptoms and where to get help, and also aims to reduce stigma associated with dementia which can make people unwilling to seek help when signs of dementia arise.
Rebecca Evans (Canolbarth a Gorllewin Cymru): Sut y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn sicrhau bod pobl â dementia yng Nghymru sy’n siaradwyr Cymraeg iaith gyntaf yn gallu cael mynediad at driniaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg. (WAQ61394)

Rebecca Evans (Mid and West Wales): How is the Welsh Government ensuring that people with dementia in Wales who are first-language Welsh speakers are able to access treatment in this medium. (WAQ61394)
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Lesley Griffiths: To improve access to dementia care through the medium of Welsh, over the next three years More than just words - Strategic Framework for Welsh Language Services in Health, Social Services and Social Care will place a priority on providing services that will help them to express their individual needs in their own language. 

In Together for Mental Health, a key outcome is for Welsh speakers being able to access linguistically appropriate mental health treatment and care where they need to do so.  As outlined in the Together for Mental Health Delivery Plan, NHS and social services will ensure the principles of ‘More than just words’ are mainstreamed into service delivery.  Local Authorities and Health Boards will deliver language awareness training for all staff coming into contact with people with mental health problems.
Gofyn i'r Gweinidog Llywodraeth Leol a Chymunedau

To ask the Minister for Local Government and Communities

Kirsty Williams (Brycheiniog a Sir Faesyfed): Pa gymorthdaliadau, grantiau neu fenthyciadau sydd ar gael i weithredwyr gwasanaethau bysiau a pha bryd y cawsant eu cyflwyno gyntaf. (WAQ61387)

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): What subsidies, grants or loans are available to bus service operators and when did they first become available. (WAQ61387)
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Answer received for publication on 22 October 2012
The Minister for Local Government and Communities (Carl Sargeant): The Welsh Government provides a range of subsidies and grants to bus service operators in Wales. Bus operators are able to claim Bus Service Operators’ Grant which is used to help offset the cost of the duty that operators pay when purchasing their fuel and this has been available since 1965. 

Our bus revenue support scheme has been used to support the TrawsCymru long distance bus network since 2005.

In addition, bus operators are also reimbursed for the costs of providing free travel under the concessionary fares scheme for elderly and disabled people that started in 2002. 

Bus operators may also receive funding from local authorities’ own resources.
Kirsty Williams (Brycheiniog a Sir Faesyfed): Pa bryd y bydd y gostyngiad yn y Grant Gweithredwyr Gwasanaethau Bysiau yn dod i rym a pha bryd y cafodd hynny ei gyfleu’n ffurfiol i weithredwyr gwasanaethau bysiau.  (WAQ61389)

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): When will the reduction in the Bus Service Operators Grant come into effect and when was this formally communicated to bus service operators. (WAQ61389)
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Carl Sargeant: On 27 June 2012 I wrote to the Confederation of Passenger Transport and the Chairs of the Regional Transport Consortia explaining that I had agreed to extend the moratorium on Bus Service Operators’ Grant until the end of September 2012. At the same time, I announced that I had managed to secure additional funding and had allocated a further £8,400,000 for Bus Service Operators’ Grant for the period October 2012 – March 2013. 

Overall, this amounts to a 10% reduction in funding this year and is significantly less than half the level of the reductions proposed earlier in the year.

Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddatganiad am gyfanswm y gost flynyddol i Lywodraeth Cymru o gynnal a chadw’r cyswllt awyr rhwng Caerdydd ac Ynys Môn ers iddo gael ei sefydlu. (WAQ61395)

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): Will the Minister make a statement of the total annual cost to the Welsh Government of maintaining the Cardiff-Angelsey air-link since it was established. (WAQ61395)
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Carl Sargeant: The annual funding provided is detailed below:

	2007/08
	2008/09
	2009/10
	2010/11
	2011/12

	£1.187m
	£1.079m
	£1.080m
	£1.125m
	£1.479m


Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddatganiad am gyfanswm y gost flynyddol a ragwelir i Lywodraeth Cymru bob blwyddyn o gynnal a chadw’r cyswllt awyr rhwng Caerdydd ac Ynys Môn yn y blynyddoedd ariannol canlynol:

a)2013-2014

b)2014-2015

c)2015-2016. (WAQ61396)

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): Will the Minister make a statement on the total anticipated annual cost to the Welsh Government per year for maintaining the Cardiff-Angelsey air-link in the financial years:

a)2013-2014

b)2014-2015

c)2015-2016. (WAQ61396)
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Carl Sargeant: The Welsh Government anticipates the future cost of operating the Intra Wales Air Service, including the provision of civilian airport facilities at RAF Valley to be:

2013-14 : £1.600m

2014-15 : £1.600m

The current contract for the Intra Wales Air Service expires in December 2014. There are no cost estimates for 2015-16.
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