REGULATORY APPRAISAL

THE EDUCATION (INFORMATION ABOUT INDIVIDUAL PUPILS) (WALES)
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2005

Purpose and intended effect

1.

Currently schools are required to return a Pupil Level Annual School Census
(PLASC) in January each year. The Education (Information About Individual
Pupils) (Wales) Regulations 2003 set out the individual pupil level data required
for inclusion in the PLASC return. The PLASC data is collected from Governing
Bodies of maintained sector schools under sections 537A(1) and (2) and 569(4)
and (5) of the Education Act 1996.

. PLASC returns also include additional data about the individual learning

activities of post-16 pupils. Post-16 pupils are defined as those taught in year
12 or above in Secondary schools, or aged 16 or over as at the preceding 31
August in Special schools.

The intended effect of this Instrument is to set down requirements for schools to
provide additional information about post-16 pupils. Such information relates to
the screening and assessment of basic skills needs in literacy and numeracy at
the start and end of their programme of learning activities and information about
learning activities from which individual pupils have withdrawn or have
completed. The amendment sets down a requirement that schools provide the
PLASC data in electronic format.

. The Education (Information About Individual Post-16 Pupils) (Wales)

Regulations 2003 were introduced on an interim basis to support the collection
of data on Post-16 pupils in the maintained sector via a PLASC in September
2003. This Regulation was revoked and replaced with amendments by the
Education (Information About Individual Pupils) (Wales) Regulations 2003 in
December 2003. This new Regulation covered PLASC data collections from
Primary, Secondary and Special schools including the collection of Post-16
data.

Risk Assessment

5.

There are no risks to Local Education Authorities (LEAs) and schools
associated with these regulations as both are well practiced in the practical
aspects of producing electronic PLASC returns. LEAs and schools have been
informed of the additional data requirements covered by this amendment and
all currently provide their data in electronic format.

Options

6.

In the event of the Instrument not coming into force on the census date of 18
January there would be three options; either:

e The PLASC census could not proceed. In this event data would not be
available to inform the Local Government Revenue settlement, ELWa would
receive incomplete data to inform their Post-16 funding allocations, and



would not receive information on the Basic Skills levels of Post-16 pupils
studying within the maintained sector; or,

e The census could only go ahead in schools where there were no Post-16
pupils. In this event there would be an incomplete data set and insufficient
data to accurately inform ELWa’s Post-16 Funding and Planning System
and ELWa would not receive information on the Basic Skills levels of Post-
16 pupils studying within the maintained sector; or,

e The census could proceed but schools with Post-16 pupils would have to be
instructed to omit specific data items as there would be insufficient legal
basis to enable them to be passed onto the LEA and, subsequently, the
National Assembly for Wales and ELWa. In this event ELWa would receive
incomplete data to inform their Post-16 funding allocations, and would not
receive information on the Basic Skills levels of Post-16 pupils studying
within the maintained sector.

Costs

7. Funding to support the implementation of the Assembly’s Information
Management Strategy has been provided to LEAs via Special Grant 6 (2002)
and Special Grant 13 (2003) totalling in excess of £2.4m. Funding under the
special grants was distributed on the basis of the number of primary,
secondary, special, nursery schools and pupil referral units within each LEA,
the sum distributed equated to approximately £1,250 per school. Funding was
provided on a flexible basis to allow purchase of hardware, software, training
and/or administrative support, as appropriate to local circumstances. This
funding supported the initial implementation of PLASC to which the proposed
amendment to Regulations makes only a minor change to the data collected as
part of the PLASC, affecting only schools with Post-16 pupils. All schools have
completed PLASC electronically to date, hence the amendment to specify
return of the data in electronic format is a formality which will not have a direct
impact on schools all of whom have the necessary hardware, software and
skills to comply.

Consultation

With Stakeholders

8. Development of the Assembly’s Information Management Strategy, of which
PLASC forms part, has been carried out under the direction and scrutiny of a
Steering Group and an Advisory Group. Membership of these groups includes
representation from schools, LEAs, teaching unions, ACCAC (Awdurdod
Cymwysterau, Cwricwlwm ac Asesu Cymru) and Estyn amongst others.

9. Public consultation exercises were undertaken in summer 2003 on the
development of the PLASC process and introduction of a Post-16 PLASC. The
first consultation sought views specifically on the introduction of Regulations to
support a Post-16 PLASC and involved all Secondary schools in Wales. The
second consultation sought views on a range of proposals to support
implementation of the Assembly’s Information Management Strategy including
a specific section on the introduction of PLASC in all schools in Wales, it
involved all maintained schools in Wales. Both consultations involved Directors



of Education, Governors Associations, The Welsh Local Government
Association, Diocesan Directors of Education, Teaching unions, Parent Teacher
Associations and other parent representative groups, and other interested
parties. The consultation documents were also published on the Assembly’s
website with online feedback options. The consultations took place over a 6-
week period ending on 31 July 2003, and a 10-week period ending on 30
September 2003. Section 1 of the second Consultation document specifically
sought views on the proposals to introduce PLASC in all sectors, including a
collection of data on post-16 pupils as part of the January PLASC. Of the 46
responses received 37 stated clear support for the principles of PLASC, 27 of
the respondents commented specifically on the post-16 element of which 13
were supportive. Of the other 14 responses most concerns related to the school
software systems, these concerns have been taken forward with the
commercial suppliers of the school software.

10.The National Council ELWa has also undertaken a series of workshops and
issued guidance and advice on specific aspects of the post-16 data collection
and new funding and planning system inviting representatives from schools and
LEAs to attend to raise questions, queries and concerns.

With Subject Committee

11.The instrument was included in the list of forthcoming legislation (item no: ELL-
39-04) provided to the Education and Lifelong Learning Committee for the first
time on 16 June 2004 and has not been identified for formal scrutiny. The item
has remained on the list of forthcoming legislation since that date.

12.The consultation documents were circulated to all members of the Education
and Lifelong Learning Committee in June and July 2003 respectively for their
comments. Only one response, to the second document, was received which
had no impact on the proposal to move to a PLASC.

Summary

13.These amending regulations will place additional requirements on schools with
post-16 pupils to provide additional information as part of their PLASC returns.
These amendments will further require that all PLASC returns be provided in
electronic formats. Schools and LEAs are well prepared for this, are fully
informed of the data requirements for January 2005 and are already all
returning PLASC in electronic format.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


